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This speech, which the Colonel repeated to the Resident,
pleased the latter greatly. At the final interview between
Colonel Meadows Taylor and his former ward the Rajah
asked what his fate would be.

" What do you think, Appa ?    Shall I have to die ? "
" I think so," replied the Colonel gravely.    " It would
be wrong for me to give you false hope."

" It was not my own will, when I was in my senses,
Appa," replied the youth.

The Colonel was deeply moved.    " I do not reproach
you/' he said, " for I know all, but those who will try
you do not.    Speak the truth, as you have done to me."
" I will," he answered calmly, " but I would rather die
than be imprisoned always."

" If you have to die," said the Colonel, touched at the
nobility in his speech, " die like a brave man."

" I shall not tremble," he answered gravely, " when
they tie me up to a gun. If you could be near me at the
last I should be happier. Only, Appa, do not let me be
hanged like a robber. Go now, Appa, I shall never see
you again. Tell them all that I was no coward."

The guard on duty was touched at this -scene so full
of pathos, and spoke to the Colonel about the Rajah.

(c He was like a child to me/' answered the Colonel,
" until evil people caftie between us, and temptations
proved too strong for him."

When Colonel Davidson had the details of this inter-
view he seemed deeply moved.

" Taylor," he said, " we will try to save the boy."
The trial took place and the Rajah was condemned
to death, but, by special intervention on the part of the
Resident on his behalf, the sentence was commuted to
transportation for life. Shortly after this it was declared
that the Rajah should be imprisoned in a fortress in